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Economic Innovation Group (EIG) 2018  
Distressed Communities Index (DCI): Nevada Counties 
Economic Development & Workforce Factsheet No. 2| August 2019 
Prepared by: Lauren Fousek, William E. Brown, Jr., and Caitlin J. Saladino 
   
PURPOSE: 
This Fact Sheet highlights the Economic Distress Indicators (EDI) for the 17 counties within Nevada. Using the Economic 
Innovations Group1 DCI (Distressed Communities Index),2 the Tables that follow report EDI for each of the 17 counties in Nevada, 
grouped within two time-frames (2007-2011 and 2012-2016), and showing change over time. The data provides the opportunity 
to compare how the Great Recession affected communities across the nation and how the ongoing recovery is reshaping the 
economies and social networks of our nation. 
2018 DISTRESSED COMMUNITIES INDEX (DCI) 
The DCI is a comparative measure of the vitality and wellbeing of U.S. communities. Drawing from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
American Community Survey’s 5-Year Estimates and Business Patterns data, the analysis compares two time periods: 2007-
2011 and 2012-2016, which follows the past 10 years of the financial crisis. This time period transformed our economy, politics, 
and society in ways not many would have expected.  
DCI SCORE AND ZIPCODES 
Each component is weighted equally in the DCI, which itself is calculated by ranking communities on each of the seven 
measurements, taking the average of those ranks, and then normalizing the average to be equivalent to a percentile. Distress 
scores range from approaching zero to 100.0. Communities are then grouped into quintiles, or fifths. The best quintile is 
considered prosperous and the fifth, or worst, is considered distressed. 
The prosperous tier is ranked from zero to 20.0. The comfortable tier falls between 20.0-40.0, and the mid-tier falls between 40.0 
and 60.0. Those who are at risk fall between scores of 60.0 and 80.0. Finally, the distressed tier is defined as those that fall 
between 80.0 and 100.0. 
 
METHODOLOGY AND DEFINITIONS  
The DCI combines the following seven measurements as a method of comparing “community economic well-being”3 The 
seven measurements are as follows: 
No high school diploma:  Percent of the 25+ population without a high school diploma or equivalent 
Housing vacancy rate: Percent of habitable housing that is unoccupied, excluding properties that are for 
seasonal, recreational, or occasional use 
Adults not working: Percent of the prime-age (25-64) population not currently employed 
Poverty rate: Percent of the population living under the poverty line 
Median income ratio: Median household income as a percent of the state’s median household income (to 
adjust for cost of living differences) 
Change in employment: Percent change in the number of jobs 
Change in establishments: Percent change in the number of business establishments[i] 
 
1 Economics Innovation Group. https://eig.org/ 
2  Economics Innovation group. Distressed Communities Index. https://eig.org/dci 
3 FROM GREAT RECESSION TO GREAT RESHUFFLING: CHARTING A DECADE OF CHANGE ACROSS AMERICAN COMMUNITIES, Findings from the 2018 
Distressed Communities Index, October 2018, p. 3. https://eig.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-DCI.pdf 
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Table 1: All Nevada Counties - Economic Distress Indicators, 2007- 2011 
 
  
Carson 
City  
Washoe Humboldt Elko Pershing Churchill Lyon Storey Douglas Mineral Esmerelda Nye Lincoln Clark 
White 
Pine 
Eureka Lander 
Population 55,380 417,860 16,250 48,390 6,720 24,900 51,940 4,010 47,060 4,760 900 44,050 5,180 1,928,700 9,880 1,780 5,650 
Minority Share 28.70% 33.60% 30.30% 30.70% 31.60% 23.40% 21.50% 10.90% 16.40% 27.30% 19.70% 20.80% 14.90% 51.30% 23.10% 14.10% 28.40% 
% in Distressed 
Zip Codes 
33.80% 30.70% 3.20% 4.50% 83.70% 0.00% 34.30% 0.00% 0.00% 87.00% 3.00% 91.30% 23.40% 31.60% 19.70% 0.00% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous 
Zip Codes 
0.00% 23.40% 0.00% 29.70% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 28.90% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 21.20% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 60.2 48.3 40.5 19.7 83.8 62.6 85.2 43.1 32 97.6 90.7 96.8 60.9 54 59.4 42.8 54.6 
Change in DCI 
Score 
                 
% Adults w/o 
High School 
Diploma 
12.90% 13.50% 18.50% 15.20% 19.50% 11.60% 14.80% 8.40% 8.00% 14.00% 19.40% 19.40% 14.50% 16.50% 14.70% 11.80% 22.30% 
Poverty Rate 14.40% 12.90% 13.50% 8.60% 11.90% 10.50% 13.60% 6.40% 9.80% 21.90% 21.50% 20.50% 13.10% 12.90% 12.50% 15.30% 12.30% 
% of Adults not 
Working 
34.00% 25.90% 31.60% 23.10% 55.50% 32.90% 35.90% 40.90% 29.30% 42.50% 46.60% 44.50% 31.10% 28.20% 33.20% 27.00% 28.50% 
Housing Vacancy 
Rate 
8.60% 9.10% 8.80% 6.30% 14.70% 17.70% 16.50% 9.90% 7.00% 26.90% 29.30% 12.00% 8.80% 12.20% 10.40% 17.90% 7.00% 
Median Income 
Ratio 
97.60% 100.50% 98.90% 125.00% 101.70% 94.70% 83.90% 106.90% 108.70% 56.00% 53.00% 71.50% 76.80% 100.70% 89.70% 111.40% 125.70% 
% Change in 
Employment 
-13.40% -19.40% -8.00% -16.50% -16.70% -24.70% -22.90% -28.60% -24.60% -16.30% -16.80% -21.00% -11.10% -15.60% -11.70% -16.30% -26.70% 
% Change in 
Establishments 
-12.50% -8.40% -1.20% -3.90% -16.90% -7.40% -13.00% -6.30% -8.30% -17.10% 6.30% -20.20% -7.50% -5.60% -7.70% 32.30% -11.70% 
Distress Rank 
within U.S. 
1248 1618 1861 2514 509 1171 465 1782 2131 77 292 102 1225 1442 1272 1793 1423 
Distress Rank 
within State 
8 12 15 17 5 6 4 13 16 1 3 2 7 11 9 14 10 
Total Number of 
Counties in State 
17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 
Distress Tier At Risk Mid-tier Mid-tier Prosperous Distressed At Risk Distressed Mid-tier Comfortable Distressed Distressed Distressed At Risk Mid-tier Mid-tier Mid-tier Mid-tier 
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Table 2: All Nevada Counties – Economic Distress Indicators, 2012-2016 
 Carson City Washoe Humboldt Elko Pershing Churchill Lyon Storey Douglas Mineral Esmerelda Nye Lincoln Clark White Pine Eureka Lander 
Population 54,410 439,910 17,090 52,030 6,690 24,150 51,900 3,940 47,430 4,520 1070 43,200 5,160 2,070,150 9,890 1,730 5,910 
Minority Share 31.40% 35.80% 34.50% 32.60% 33.80% 25.50% 23.60% 13.40% 18.50% 40.80% 15.20% 22.70% 17.10% 55.00% 26.80% 1.70% 33.10% 
% in Distressed 
Zip Codes 
0.00% 0.90% 3.50% 3.00% 0.00% 0.00% 15.00% 0.00% 0.00% 97.70% 2.10% 9.70% 49.00% 16.10% 12.90% 0.00% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous 
Zip Codes 
0.00% 40.60% 0.00% 27.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 88.50% 30.10% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 35.10% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 50 16.1 57.1 20.7 72.2 56.6 38 7.4 9.5 95.3 79.5 58.7 78.7 27 75.3 17.5 31.7 
Change in DCI 
Score from 2007-
2011 
-10.2 -32.3 16.5 1 -11.5 -6 -47.2 -35.7 -22.4 -2.3 -11.2 -38.1 17.8 -27 15.9 -25.3 -22.9 
% Adults w/o High 
School Diploma 
12.70% 13.00% 17.60% 16.60% 21.80% 10.60% 15.00% 6.00% 7.00% 13.50% 10.80% 15.30% 11.40% 15.10% 16.20% 8.40% 17.10% 
Poverty Rate 16.70% 15.00% 11.90% 10.50% 16.40% 16.30% 15.30% 7.20% 10.90% 21.20% 11.90% 17.20% 12.70% 15.00% 12.80% 10.80% 12.90% 
% of Adults not 
Working 
31.20% 26.40% 24.10% 22.90% 54.00% 39.90% 36.80% 27.50% 31.40% 37.60% 30.90% 43.60% 43.20% 29.20% 49.20% 26.00% 23.10% 
Housing Vacancy 
Rate 
5.90% 6.70% 11.80% 6.30% 11.00% 10.90% 11.30% 10.00% 5.60% 22.10% 28.40% 11.30% 16.20% 10.70% 16.60% 6.80% 8.10% 
Median Income 
Ratio 
90.30% 103.50% 126.70% 140.60% 85.10% 85.40% 92.30% 123.40% 112.60% 71.10% 81.20% 79.60% 93.10% 99.10% 109.50% 131.80% 147.10% 
% Change in 
Employment 
1.80% 14.10% -22.40% -2.30% 6.60% 13.20% 16.70% 14.90% 9.50% -9.90% -13.00% 22.50% -6.90% 14.20% -4.40% 14.90% -7.60% 
% Change in 
Establishments 
-2.80% 6.50% -5.50% 3.70% 0.00% -3.40% 8.30% 3.50% 4.00% -6.30% -20.00% 1.70% -10.80% 10.90% -3.10% -25.00% 3.30% 
Distress Rank 
within U.S. 
1566 2626 1347 2481 871 1359 1939 2899 2831 149 643 1295 667 2283 775 2583 2139 
Distress Rank 
within State 
9 15 7 13 5 8 10 17 16 1 2 6 3 12 4 14 11 
Total Number of 
Counties in State 
17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier Prosperous Mid-tier Comfortable At Risk Mid-tier Comfortable Prosperous Prosperous Distressed At Risk Mid-tier At Risk Comfortable At Risk Prosperous Comfortable 
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Table 3: Carson City County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 55,380 54,410 
Minority Share 28.70% 31.40% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 33.80% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 60.2 50 
Change in DCI Score   -10.2 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 12.90% 12.70% 
Poverty Rate 14.40% 16.70% 
% of Adults not Working 34.00% 31.20% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 8.60% 5.90% 
Median Income Ratio 97.60% 90.30% 
% Change in Employment -13.40% 1.80% 
% Change in Establishments -12.50% -2.80% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1248 1566 
Distress Rank within State 8 9 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier At Risk Mid-tier 
 
Table 4: Clark County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 1,928,700 2,070,150 
Minority Share 51.30% 55.00% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 31.60% 16.10% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 21.20% 35.10% 
DCI Score 54 27 
Change in DCI Score   -27 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 16.50% 15.10% 
Poverty Rate 12.90% 15.00% 
% of Adults not Working 28.20% 29.20% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 12.20% 10.70% 
Median Income Ratio 100.70% 99.10% 
% Change in Employment -15.60% 14.20% 
% Change in Establishments -5.60% 10.90% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1442 2283 
Distress Rank within State 11 12 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier Comfortable 
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Table 5: Churchill County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 24,900 24,150 
Minority Share 23.40% 25.50% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 62.6 56.6 
Change in DCI Score   -6 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 11.60% 10.60% 
Poverty Rate 10.50% 16.30% 
% of Adults not Working 32.90% 39.90% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 17.70% 10.90% 
Median Income Ratio 94.70% 85.40% 
% Change in Employment -24.70% 13.20% 
% Change in Establishments -7.40% -3.40% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1171 1359 
Distress Rank within State 6 8 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier At Risk Mid-tier 
 
Table 6: Douglas County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 47,060 47,430 
Minority Share 16.40% 18.50% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 30.10% 
DCI Score 32 9.5 
Change in DCI Score   -22.4 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 8.00% 7.00% 
Poverty Rate 9.80% 10.90% 
% of Adults not Working 29.30% 31.40% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 7.00% 5.60% 
Median Income Ratio 108.70% 112.60% 
% Change in Employment -24.60% 9.50% 
% Change in Establishments -8.30% 4.00% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 2131 2831 
Distress Rank within State 16 16 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Comfortable Prosperous 
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Table 7: Elko County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 48,390 52,030 
Minority Share 30.70% 32.60% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 4.50% 3.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 29.70% 27.00% 
DCI Score 19.7 20.7 
Change in DCI Score   1 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 15.20% 16.60% 
Poverty Rate 8.60% 10.50% 
% of Adults not Working 23.10% 22.90% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 6.30% 6.30% 
Median Income Ratio 125.00% 140.60% 
% Change in Employment -16.50% -2.30% 
% Change in Establishments -3.90% 3.70% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 2514 2481 
Distress Rank within State 17 13 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Prosperous Comfortable 
 
Table 8: Esmerelda County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 900 1,070 
Minority Share 19.70% 15.20% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 3.00% 2.10% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 90.7 79.5 
Change in DCI Score   -11.2 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 19.40% 10.80% 
Poverty Rate 21.50% 11.90% 
% of Adults not Working 46.60% 30.90% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 29.30% 28.40% 
Median Income Ratio 53.00% 81.20% 
% Change in Employment -16.80% -13.00% 
% Change in Establishments 6.30% -20.00% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 292 643 
Distress Rank within State 3 2 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Distressed At Risk 
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Table 9: Eureka County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 1780 1730 
Minority Share 0.141 0.017 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 0 0 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0 0 
DCI Score 42.8 17.5 
Change in DCI Score  -25.3 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 0.118 0.084 
Poverty Rate 0.153 0.108 
% of Adults not Working 0.27 0.26 
Housing Vacancy Rate 0.179 0.068 
Median Income Ratio 1.114 1.318 
% Change in Employment -0.163 0.149 
% Change in Establishments 0.323 -0.25 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1793 2583 
Distress Rank within State 14 14 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier Prosperous 
 
Table 10: Humboldt County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 16,250 17,090 
Minority Share 30.30% 34.50% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 3.20% 3.50% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 40.5 57.1 
Change in DCI Score   16.5 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 18.50% 17.60% 
Poverty Rate 13.50% 11.90% 
% of Adults not Working 31.60% 24.10% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 8.80% 11.80% 
Median Income Ratio 98.90% 126.70% 
% Change in Employment -8.00% -22.40% 
% Change in Establishments -1.20% -5.50% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1861 1347 
Distress Rank within State 15 7 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier Mid-tier 
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Table 11: Lander County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 5,650 5,910 
Minority Share 28.40% 33.10% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 54.6 31.7 
Change in DCI Score   -22.9 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 22.30% 17.10% 
Poverty Rate 12.30% 12.90% 
% of Adults not Working 28.50% 23.10% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 7.00% 8.10% 
Median Income Ratio 125.70% 147.10% 
% Change in Employment -26.70% -7.60% 
% Change in Establishments -11.70% 3.30% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1423 2139 
Distress Rank within State 10 11 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier Comfortable 
 
Table 12: Lincoln County- Economic Distress Indicators  
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 5,180 5,160 
Minority Share 14.90% 17.10% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 23.40% 49.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 60.9 78.7 
Change in DCI Score   17.8 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 14.50% 11.40% 
Poverty Rate 13.10% 12.70% 
% of Adults not Working 31.10% 43.20% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 8.80% 16.20% 
Median Income Ratio 76.80% 93.10% 
% Change in Employment -11.10% -6.90% 
% Change in Establishments -7.50% -10.80% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1225 667 
Distress Rank within State 7 3 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier At Risk At Risk 
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Table 13: Lyon County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 51,940 51,900 
Minority Share 21.50% 23.60% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 34.30% 15.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 85.2 38 
Change in DCI Score   -47.2 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 14.80% 15.00% 
Poverty Rate 13.60% 15.30% 
% of Adults not Working 35.90% 36.80% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 16.50% 11.30% 
Median Income Ratio 83.90% 92.30% 
% Change in Employment -22.90% 16.70% 
% Change in Establishments -13.00% 8.30% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 465 1939 
Distress Rank within State 4 10 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Distressed Comfortable 
 
Table 14: Mineral County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 4,760 4,520 
Minority Share 27.30% 40.80% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 87.00% 97.70% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 97.6 95.3 
Change in DCI Score   -2.3 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 14.00% 13.50% 
Poverty Rate 21.90% 21.20% 
% of Adults not Working 42.50% 37.60% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 26.90% 22.10% 
Median Income Ratio 56.00% 71.10% 
% Change in Employment -16.30% -9.90% 
% Change in Establishments -17.10% -6.30% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 77 149 
Distress Rank within State 1 1 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Distressed Distressed 
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Table 15: Nye County- Economic Distress Indicators  
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 44,050 43,200 
Minority Share 20.80% 22.70% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 91.30% 9.70% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 96.8 58.7 
Change in DCI Score   -38.1 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 19.40% 15.30% 
Poverty Rate 20.50% 17.20% 
% of Adults not Working 44.50% 43.60% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 12.00% 11.30% 
Median Income Ratio 71.50% 79.60% 
% Change in Employment -21.00% 22.50% 
% Change in Establishments -20.20% 1.70% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 102 1295 
Distress Rank within State 2 6 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Distressed Mid-tier 
 
Table 16: Pershing County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 6,720 6,690 
Minority Share 31.60% 33.80% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 83.70% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 83.8 72.2 
Change in DCI Score   -11.5 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 19.50% 21.80% 
Poverty Rate 11.90% 16.40% 
% of Adults not Working 55.50% 54.00% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 14.70% 11.00% 
Median Income Ratio 101.70% 85.10% 
% Change in Employment -16.70% 6.60% 
% Change in Establishments -16.90% 0.00% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 509 871 
Distress Rank within State 5 5 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Distressed At Risk 
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Table: 17 Storey County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 4,010 3,940 
Minority Share 10.90% 13.40% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 28.90% 88.50% 
DCI Score 43.1 7.4 
Change in DCI Score   -35.7 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 8.40% 6.00% 
Poverty Rate 6.40% 7.20% 
% of Adults not Working 40.90% 27.50% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 9.90% 10.00% 
Median Income Ratio 106.90% 123.40% 
% Change in Employment -28.60% 14.90% 
% Change in Establishments -6.30% 3.50% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1782 2899 
Distress Rank within State 13 17 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier Prosperous 
 
Table: 18 Washoe County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 417,860 439,910 
Minority Share 33.60% 35.80% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 30.70% 0.90% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 23.40% 40.60% 
DCI Score 48.3 16.1 
Change in DCI Score   -32.3 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 13.50% 13.00% 
Poverty Rate 12.90% 15.00% 
% of Adults not Working 25.90% 26.40% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 9.10% 6.70% 
Median Income Ratio 100.50% 103.50% 
% Change in Employment -19.40% 14.10% 
% Change in Establishments -8.40% 6.50% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1618 2626 
Distress Rank within State 12 15 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier Prosperous 
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Table: 19 White Pine County- Economic Distress Indicators 
  2007-2011 2012-2016 
Population 9,880 9,890 
Minority Share 23.10% 26.80% 
% in Distressed Zip Codes 19.70% 12.90% 
% in Prosperous Zip Codes 0.00% 0.00% 
DCI Score 59.4 75.3 
Change in DCI Score   15.9 
% Adults w/o High School Diploma 14.70% 16.20% 
Poverty Rate 12.50% 12.80% 
% of Adults not Working 33.20% 49.20% 
Housing Vacancy Rate 10.40% 16.60% 
Median Income Ratio 89.70% 109.50% 
% Change in Employment -11.70% -4.40% 
% Change in Establishments -7.70% -3.10% 
Distress Rank within U.S. 1272 775 
Distress Rank within State 9 4 
Total Number of Counties in State 17 17 
Distress Tier Mid-tier At Risk 
 
  
 
Table 20: Distress Tier Rankings for Nevada Counties, 2012-2016  
Prosperous Douglas, Eureka, Storey, Washoe 
Comfortable Clark, Elko, Lincoln, Lyon 
Mid-Tier Carson City, Churchill, Humboldt, Nye 
At Risk Esmerelda, Lincoln, Pershing, White Pine 
Distressed Mineral 
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 KEY TAKEAWAYS 
CLARK COUNTY 
• Clark County has the largest share of minority population:     55% 
• Clark County records the highest % increase in establishments:   10.9% 
DOUGLAS COUNTY  
• Douglas County contains the lowest housing vacancy rate:  5.6% 
EUREKA COUNTY  
• Eureka County has the lowest share of minority population at:   1.7% 
• Eureka County records the lowest % increase in establishments:   -25% 
ELKO COUNTY  
• Elko County reports the lowest % of adults not working:  22.9% 
ESMERELDA COUNTY  
• Esmerelda County contains the highest housing vacancy rate:  28.4% 
• Esmerelda County holds the lowest median income ratio:  81.2% 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY  
• Humboldt County reports the lowest % change in employment:  -22.4% 
• Carson City, Humboldt, Pershing, Churchill, Storey, Douglas, and Eureka County report 0.0% 
population in a distressed zip code. 
• Carson City, Humboldt, Pershing, Churchill, Lyon, Mineral, Esmerelda, Nye, Lincoln, White 
Pine, Eureka and Lander County report 0.0% population in a prosperous zip code. 
 
LANDER COUNTY  
• Lander County holds the highest median income ratio:  147.1% 
LINCOLN COUNTY  
• Lincoln County records the largest increase in DCI Score (2007-2011):  17.8 
LYON COUNTY  
• Lyon County records the largest decrease in DCI Score (2007-2011):  -47.2 
• Lyon County reports the highest % change in employment:  16.7% 
MINERAL COUNTY  
• Mineral County contains the largest % population in distressed zip codes at:  97.7% 
• Mineral County records the highest DCI Score:  95.3 
• Mineral County has the highest poverty rate:  21.2% 
• Mineral County ranked 1st among 17 counties in Nevada on distress indicators  
• Mineral County ranked as the 149th most distressed county in the U.S.  
PERSHING COUNTY  
• Pershing County reports the highest % of adults not working:  54% 
• Pershing reports the largest % of adults without a high school diploma:  21.80% 
STOREY COUNTY  
• Storey County records the lowest DCI Score:       7.4 
• Storey County has the lowest poverty rate:        7.2% 
• Storey County reports the highest % population in a prosperous zip code:  88.5% 
• Storey County reports the lowest % of adults without a high school diploma:  6.0% 
• Storey County ranks as the 2899th most distressed county in the U.S.  
• Storey County ranked 17th among 17 counties in Nevada on distress indicators  
 
